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but I may say that it is not a case of your being asked to put your
signature as representing anybody till you clothe yourself with repre-
sentative capacity and are vested with authority. We stand by, as I
have already said, the basis and fundamental principles embodied- in
the Lahore resolution of March 1940. I appeal to you once more to
revise your policy and programme, as the future of this subcontinent
and the welfare of the peoples of India demand that you should face
realities.
Yours sincerely,
M. A. JINNAH.
XVI
GANDHIJI TO MR JINNAH
September 24, 1944.
DEAR QAID-I-AZAM,
I have your two letters of September 23 in reply to my letters of
the 22nd and 23rd.
With your assistance, I am exploring the possibilities of reaching
an agreement, so that the claim embodied in the Muslim League re-
solution of Lahore may be reasonably satisfied.   You must therefore
have no apprehensions  that the August resolution will stand in the-
way of our reaching an agreement.   That resolution  dealt with the1
question of India as against Britain and it cannot stand in the way
of our settlement.
I proceed on the assumption that India is not to be regarded asr
two or more nations but as one family consisting of many members
of whom the Muslims living in the north-west zones, i.e., Baluchistan,
Sind, North-West Frontier Province and that part of the Punjab where
they are in absolute majority over all the other elements and in parts
of Bengal and Assam where they are in absolute majority, desire to
live in separation from the rest of India.
Differing from you on the general basis, I can yet recommend to
the Congress and the country the acceptance of the claim for separa-
tion contained in the Muslim League resolution of Lahore of 1940, on
my basis and on the following terms:
The areas should be demarcated by a Commission approved by the
Congress and the League. The wishes of the inhabitants of the areas
demarcated should be ascertained through the votes of the adult
population of the areas or through some equivalent method.
If the vote is in favour of separation it shall be agreed that these
areas shall form a separate State as soon as possible after India is free
from foreign domination and can therefore be  constituted into two^
sovereign independent States.                       *                                    -5i*~-
There shall be a treaty of separation which should also provide for
the efficient -and satisfactory administration of foreign affairs, defence^